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M Our Lady of the Assumption will celebrate a special Rorate Caeli Mass on Saturday, December 6, 2025,

at 6:30 AM. While this Liturgy has deep roots within the history of the Catholic Church, this Advent

4 devotion has somewhat faded in practice throughout the years. Recently, there has been a renewed
interest to honor and reintroduce the Rorate Caeli Mass to the faithful and reignite the beauty of our
q Church’s liturgical heritage.

WHAT IS A RORATE CAELI MASS?

<

A Rorate Caeli Mass gets its name from the first words of the opening Entrance antiphon, “Rorate
caeli” (“Drop down dew, O heavens”). Itis a special Advent Mass in honor of the Blessed Virgin

¢ Mary. The imagery of “dew” comes from Isaiah 45:8 and expresses Israel’s longing for the Savior, who
would come through Mary.

4 The Mass offers a powerful way to enter Advent, celebrating the season’s longing, hope, and the coming
of Christ. Held before sunrise in candlelit darkness, it fosters quiet prayer and a tangible sense of
4 anticipation.

Through its beauty, symbolism, and early-morning sacrifice, the Mass deepens faith and renews hope,

4 teaching believers to watch for Christ even in the darkness. Mass begins in pre-dawn darkness, lit only by
candles to symbolize a world awaiting Christ, the “Light of the World.” As the liturgy progresses, the

4 church brightens with approaching daylight. Because it honors the Blessed Mother, white vestments
replace Advent violet, and the readings and prayers highlight prophecies of Christ’s coming and Mary’s
role in bringing Him into the world.

AWAITING THE RISING SUN
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¢ At a Rorate Caeli Mass, the priest often celebrates ad orientem, with priest and people facing the same
direction toward Christ, the “rising Sun.” This is not the priest turning away, but all praying together as
¢ he leads the faithful toward God. Once universal, this posture has mostly been replaced by facing the
people during the Eucharistic Prayer.
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¢ In the pre-dawn, candlelit setting of a Rorate Mass, ad orienterz gains special meaning. Mary appears as the

dawn before the Sun, and the assembly waits with her for Christ, the Light of the World. Beginning in

4 darkness and moving toward morning light, this posture heightens Advent expectation, expressing the
Church’s hope for Christ’s Nativity and His return in glory.
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Come and begin Advent with Mary as we await together the dawn of our salvation at Christmas!







